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Programm 
June 29, 2001
5.45 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 
Dan Diner (Simon-Dubnow Institute, Leipzig)
Welcome Address
Guiseppe Veltri (Leopold Zunz Centre, Halle) and Stephan 
Wendehorst (Simon-Dubnow-Institute, Leipzig)
Introduction 

Kenneth Stow (University of Haifa)
Church, Papacy, and the Jews: Some New Thoughts About a Well-Known Portrait 
June 30, 2001 
9.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
1st session: The Background
Chair: Joanna Weinberg (Leo Baeck College, London) 

Prof. Eleazar Gutwirth (University of Tel Aviv)
Roman Conversas in the Sixteenth Century 

Piet van Boxel (Leo Baeck College, London)
Cardinal Santori and the censorship of Hebrew books (1578–1583) 

Hanna Wegrzynek (Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw)
Legislation of the Catholic Church in Poland on Hebrew books

1.30 p.m – 4.00 p.m. 
2nd Session: The Sources
Chair: Claus Arnold (University of Münster)

John Tedeschi (University of Wisconsin)
Jews and Judaizers in Some Dispersed Archives of the Roman Inquisition 

Antje Bräker (University of Münster)
The series "Decreta", "Stanza Storica", "Dubia circa Baptismum" and "Materiae Diversae" of the Sanctum Officium as Sources for the History of the Jews: An Overview 
Grit Schorch (University of Halle-Wittenberg)
Hebrew Books, Books by Jews and Books on Jews on the Index
4.15- 6.00 p.m. 
3rd Session: New Perspectives
Chair: Giuseppe Veltri 

Stephan Wendehorst (Simon-Dubnow-Institute, Leipzig)
The Roman Inquisition, the Index and the Jews: Tentative Ideas for Further Research 

Ariella Lang (Columbia University, New York)
The Politics of Conversion: Jews and Inquisition Law in Nineteenth Century Italy

Concluding Discussion 

Bericht
The opening of the archives of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (ACDF), the successor organization of the Roman Inquisition, provoked the inevitable discussion, whether the history of the Roman Inquisition needed to be modified in the light of the now accessible material. The main objective of the workshop on the relations between the two congregations of the Inquisition and of the Index with the Jews that was held by the Simon-Dubnow-Institute in cooperation with the Chair for Medieval and Modern Church History of the Faculty for Catholic Theology at the University of Münster and the Leopold Zunz Centre for the Study of European Judaism at the Martin-Luther-University of Halle-Wittenberg from 29 June to 1 July 2001 was to recapitulate the extant scholarship and to discuss the prospects for further research. The pilot studies based on the excavations of Antje Bräker , Hanna Wegrzynek and Stephan Wendehorst from the relevant archival series in the ACDF, in particular, the Stanza Storica and the Decreta gave food for thought and stimulated the discussion. 

The structure of the workshop was roughly divided into three sections: first, illumination of the background, second, the presentation of the sources relevant for relations between the Inquisition, the Index and the Jews and third, a discussion of new prospects for possible research. In the opening lecture “Church, Papacy, and the Jews: Some new thoughts about a Well-Known Portrait” Kenneth Stow (Haifa) reviewed the multiple contours of the relation of the Roman Catholic Church to the Jews since the Middle Ages and interrogated some of the received wisdoms concerning that relationship. The lifeworld of Conversas in sixteenth century Rome were the topic of Eleazar Guwirth (Tel Aviv). The censorship of Hebrew books was presented from a biographical vantage point in the paper “Cardinal Santori and the censorship of Hebrew books (1578–1583) by Piet van Boxel (London) and from a territorial angle in the paper “Legislation of the Catholic Church in Poland on Hebrew Books” by Hanna Wegrzynek (Warsaw). While the four papers of the first section presented an overview, where scholarship stands and elaborated on specific foci, the second session comprised presentations on archival source materials from the Inquisition and Index Congregation relevant for the history of the Jews. Following on Claus Arnold’s (Münster) brief recapitulation of the history of the opening of the ACDF, John Tedeschi (Wisconsin) provided a picture of the scattered archival holdings outside of Rome. Antje Bräker (Münster) and Grit Schorch (Halle-Wittenberg/Leipzig) presented the findings of pilot studies concerning the relevant archival series in the ACDF. 

The third section was devoted to the presentation of ongoing research and the exploration of perspectives for further research and the development of questions and methodological approaches. The key issue was, whether, on the basis of the now accessible archival materials in the ACDF new research projects are worthwhile to undertake. In her paper “The Politics of Conversion: Jews and Inquisition Law in Nineteenth Century Italy” Ariella Lang (New York) demonstrated that this was the case. In the light of the preliminary findings that were discussed at this workshop new projects might follow. 

The workshop was generously supported by the Fritz Thyssen Stiftung.
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