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Programm
Dan Diner
Welcome Address
Guido Hausmann (University of Cologne)
Introductory remarks
Steven J. Zipperstein/Stanford University
Odessa in the Context of Russian-Jewish History

1st Session: The German and Mediterranean Impact
Tobias Grill/University of Munich
The German-Jewish Impact of Aufklärung: Simon Schwabacher – Controversial Rabbi of Odessa (1861–1888)
Patricia Herlihy/Brown University
Odessa’s Port Jews. Jewish Commerce and Culture in Odessa in the 19th Century
2nd Session: At the Crossroads
Anke Hilbrenner/University of Bonn
Dubnov in Odessa: Nationalization Within the Odessa Branch of the Society for the Promotion of Education Among the Jews (OPE)
Alexis Hofmeister/DI
Odessa‘s Jews on their Ways to Zion
Guido Hausmann/University of Cologne
Discussing Western Europe: Liberal Jewish Odessa at the Turn of the 20th Century 
3rd Session, Part I: Jewish Odessa, Soviet State
Tanja Penter/University of Bochum
Odessa‘s Jews in 1917: Cultural Self-Determination Between Petrograd and Kiev
Jörn Grünewald/Centre for Comparative European History Berlin
Emancipation from Above – Jewish Workers in Odessa in the 1920s
3rd Session, Part II: Jewish Odessa, Soviet State
Walter Kaufmann/Heinrich-Böll Foundation, Berlin
"The Struggle on the Jewish Street". The Policy of the Odessa Evsekcija in the First Half of the 1920ies
Matthias Stadelmann/University of Erlangen)
Jewish Gangsters into Soviet Heroes. Odessa in the Songs of Leonid Utesov
Mark Sokolanski/Lübeck
The Jews of Odessa in the Works of Saul Borovoy (1903–1989) 4th Session: Jewish Odessa Beyond the Soviet State
Joachim Schlör/University of Potsdam, Jewish Studies)
Remembering the Zionist City: Odessa in Retrospect
Thorsten Steinhoff/Munich: Aleksandr Abramovych Bejderman: a Yiddish Writer in Modern Odessa

Concluding Discussion

Bericht
The workshop on Jewish Odessa in the 19th and 20th Century was initiated by several participants of the Second International Conference of the Simon Dubnow Institute in November 2000 on the subject „Between Trieste, Saloniki and Odessa: Historicizing Balkan and Related Jewries,1492-1918“. Jewish Odessa figures indeed prominently in a number of recent and ongoing research projects. The workshop, therefore, was organized to bring together most scholars working on this subject to jointly discuss their research and findings. Co-organized by the Simon-Dubnow-Institute and Guido Hausmann of Cologne University and sponsored by the DAAD and the Saxon Ministry for the Sciences and the Arts, the workshop gave younger German scholars an opportunity to present results of their research. They were joined by two established scholars whose contributions have defined the field, Steven J. Zipperstein of Stanford University and Patricia Herlihy of Brown University.

Why has Odessa, and even more so, “Jewish Odessa” raised such interest with historians in recent years? Odessa has had a short but vibrant multicultural and multiethnic history which stands out compared with other cities in the Russian Empire but also with other port cities. Odessa has been described as a city without tradition, as a place for economic success, a city symbolizing freedom within an oppressive Empire. Odessa was the site of pogroms, it also figures prominently in the history of Zionism and so on. Leading questions raised by the workshop organizers were:
– What divided and united Odessa Jews during the second half of the 19th and the first half of the 20th century – within the context of Odessa history but also of modern Jewish history?
– How did Jews make the transition to legally equal citizens during and after the Revolution of 1917?
– What is the legacy of Jewish Odessa today – in Odessa itself, in Israel, and elsewhere? Have the images and conceptions of the Jewish Odessa as a lieux de mémoire changed over the last decades? 

In his opening lecture on “Odessa in the Context of Russian-Jewish History” Steven J. Zipperstein inquired the causes of the abiding fascination with Jewish Odessa. It would be wrong to compare Odessa with other cities in the Pale of Settlement, like Rostow or Kiev. Rather, Odessa’s specific economic function as a free port, its distance to other cities in Russia (and the seat of authority), and its relative proximity to the Mediterranean and thus the wider world renders it comparable to cities such as San Francisco. In Odessa a unique cultural hybridity and a specific cosmopolitan attitude could develop. The intellectual achievements of Odessa’s Jews are comparable to those in Vilna, Prague and Berlin. In Odessa, Jews could move to the fringes of Jewishness and yet remain Jewish. Zipperstein underlined the marginality of the city’s Zionists which helps to explain their specific agenda. 

The contributions of the first panel were devoted to outside impacts on Jewish Odessa: In her talk on “Odessa’s Port Jews – Jewish Commerce and Culture in Odessa in the 19th Century”, Patricia Herlihy applied the model suggested by Lois Dubin for the Trieste Port Jews to Odessa. Tobias Grill (University of Munich) examined “The German-Jewish Impact of Aufklärung” by looking at the German-born and –educated Odessa rabbi Simon Schwabacher who served the community between 1861 and 1888. 

The session “At the Crossroads” focused on different Jewish responses to modernity: Anke Hillbrenner (University of Bonn) looked at Simon Dubnow’s concept of nationalization within the Odessa Branch of the Society for the Promotion of Education among the Jews; Alexis Hofmeister (Simon-Dubnow Institute) analyzed the agenda of Odessa Zionists, and Guido Hausmann focused on liberal Jewish Odessa, in particular on its attitude towards Western Europe around 1900.

Odessa during the (early) Soviet period was a focus of the workshop: Tanja Penter (University of Bochum) dealt with Odessa’s Jews during the 1917-Revolution, and Jörn Grünewald of the Center for Comparative European History in Berlin with Jewish workers in the 1920s. Walter Kaufmann (Heinrich-Böll Foundation, Berlin) talked about the policy of the Odessa Evsekcija in the early 1920s. Matthias Stadelmann (University of Erlangen) presented a paper on “Jewish Gangsters into Soviet Heroes: Odessa in the Songs of Leonid Utesov”. Mark Sokolansky who taught English Studies for more than 30 years at the University of Odessa and recently retired in the city of Lübeck examined “The Jews of Odessa in the Works of Saul Borovoy”. Thorsten Steinhoff who works as a journalist in Munich gave a lively talk on the contemporary Yiddish writer Aleksandr Abramovych Bejderman. The workshop was concluded by a fascinating paper by Joachim Schlör (University of Potsdam) who discussed the legacy of Jewish Odessa, in particular in the city of Tel Aviv
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