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Program 
Dan Diner (Director, Simon Dubnow Institute), Deidre Berger (Managing Director, American Jewish Committee, Berlin Office), Thomas Delaney (Cultural Attaché, U.S. Embassy Berlin: Greetings and Introduction
Shlomo Shafir, Israel: 
"Ambiguous Relations: The American Jewish Community and Germany Since 1945"
Panel I: Political Perspectives
Karsten Voigt, Foreign Office, Berlin
The Relationship Between the American Jewish Community and Germany: New opportunities in the 21st century. 

Deidre Berger, American Jewish Committee
The American Jewish-German Dialogue: Where Do We Go After Compensation? 
Panel II: Evaluations
Tobias Brinkmann, Simon Dubnow Institute
Germans, Americans or Jews?: “German Jews” in America
Jeffrey M. Peck, York University, Toronto
Overcoming the Past? North American Jewish Perspectives on Germany
Dan Diner, Simon Dubnow Institute
Ambiguous Affections: German Jews and the Meaning of America

Bericht
In his book “Ambiguous Relations: The American Jewish Community and Germany since 1945” (Wayne State Press: Detroit 1999), Israeli historian Shlomo Shafir has described how leading representatives of the American Jewish community confronted Germany after the Holocaust. He showed that despite understandable strong anti-German feelings and the ongoing ambivalence among the Jewish population, major American Jewish organizations, for different reasons, helped mitigating the impact of that hostility in the liberal American opinion. By recalling the lessons of the past and at the same time building bridges between Germans and Jews, they eventually contributed to deepen Germany’s democratic development as well as to strengthen the American-German relationship. Shafir focused on the period between 1945 and 1995, dealing with crucial issues, such as the controversial “Wiedergutmachung” policy or, much later, the notorious Bitburg affair. Shafir examined the motives and responses of American Jewish leaders and their relations with the German and American governments.

The workshop “Ambiguous Relations: The American Jewish Community and Germany since 1945” at the Simon Dubnow Institute brought together German, American and Israeli scholars, decision-makers and representatives of American-Jewish organizations. The aim of the workshop was to foster the German-American-Jewish dialogue. In his introductory remarks Dan Diner acknowledged the generous support by the U.S. Consulate General Leipzig and the American Jewish Committee in making the workshop possible.

After introductory remarks by Deidre Berger of the American Jewish Committee (Berlin Office) and Thomas Delaney, the Cultural Attaché of the U.S. Embassy in Berlin, Shlomo Shafir reflected on some of the issues raised in his book, commenting on developments after German unification that he did not treat in his book.

The first panel titled “Political Perspectives” brought together Karsten Voigt, who coordinates German-American relations at the German Foreign Office and Deidre Berger, the Managing Director of Berlin Office of the American Jewish Committee. Voigt emphasized the importance the German government attributes to a better understanding between American Jews and Germany, pointing to a number of recently conceived projects, which foster German-American-Jewish cooperation, such as the Munich-based Bridge of Understanding. Berger agreed with Voigt’s positions but she ended on a more pessimistic note by pointing to recent anti-Semitic violence in Germany and, in particular, on anti-Israel comments by German politicians.

After an intense discussion the second panel presented different “Evaluations”: In his talk “Germans, Americans, or Jews? ‘German Jews’ in America”, Tobias Brinkmann of the Simon Dubnow Institute analysed the historic dimension of the German-American-Jewish relations. Jeffrey M. Peck, the director the Canadian Center for German and European Studies at York University in Toronto looked at North American Jewish perspectives on German attempts on “Overcoming the Past” (“Vergangenheitsbewältigung”). Dan Diner opened the concluding discussion of the workshop with his thought provoking talk “Ambiguous Affections: German Jews and the Meaning of America”. 
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